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There are eighteen species of Eumenidce recorded from
Britain, seventeen of these belonging to the genus Odynerus
and the remaining species being Eumenes coarctata.
Odynerus callosus and 0. parietum appear to be common
and widely distributed in England and their nests are often
to be found in old brick walls.
The Eumenidce are useful insects, as they destroy large
numbers of caterpillars; with few exceptions, however, they
are not common enough to be of much use to the
agriculturist.
Eumenes maxillosa provisions its cells with the larvae of
Prodenia, the Egyptian cotton-worm.
VESPIDJE.
Wasps.
Wings folded longitudinally; middle tibiae with two
apical spurs. Claws simple.
Although this family contains barely 600 species, wasps are
generally abundant in all parts of the temperate and tropical
regions of the world.
Wasps are moderate-sized insects and almost invariably
exhibit warning colours, usually a combination of yellow and
black, or reddish-brown and yellow. They are usually more
heavily built than Eumenids and possess great strength and
considerable powers of flight.
The antennae are of moderate length, elbowed, with a long
basal joint (scape), and are twelve-jointed in the queen and
worker and thirteen-jointed in. the male. The mouth-parts
are well adapted for biting and sucking, the mandibles being
strong and generally toothed; the maxillae have a long outer
lobe and a six-jointed palp. The hypopharynx is bilobed,
rather short, and in conjunction with the outer lobes of the
labium (paraglossae) forms an efficient lapping tongue; the
labial palps are four-jointed. The compound eyes are large
and in some forms reach down to the base of the mandibles.
The thorax is stout, the pronotum reaching back to the tegulae.